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REPORT 

OF 

Commissioner of General Land Office. 



Austin^ Texas^ November 1, 1899. 
His Excellency Joseph D. Sayers, Governor of Texas: 

Dear Sir : In obedience to an act entitled "An Act empowering the 
Governor of the State of Texas, together with the Commission^ of the 
General Land OflSce of said Staite, to employ four additional clerks, or so 
many thereof m may be necessary, to tabulate the account in the General 
Land Office between the State of Texas and the permanent school fund, 
aaid providing for the ascertainment of the amount of public domain of 
the State of Texas at the time of the adoption of the Constitution of 1876, 
and what has been done with the same, and showing the present condition 
of the account between the State of Texas and the permanent school fund 
growing out of their joint landed interests, and making an appropriation 
therefor," approved March 2, 1899, I have the honor to submit the fol- 
lowing report : 

To perform the work required, my predecessor, the Hon. George W. 
Finger, engaged the services of four competent clerks, all of whom' were 
steadily employed from the 20th of March to the 1st of September, 1899, 
and but one of the number from the date last mentioned, until the 15th of 
October. 

During this time they examined each file and. each set of field notes 
surveyed and made on the public domain by authority of law and returned 
to, and filed in, the General Land Office from the 17th of April, 1876, the 
date of the adoption of the present Constitution, up to the 23rd day of 
May, 1898. 

The duties required of them were intricate and tedious^ and the data 
compiled by them when put in book form will make several large volumes. 

The recognized integrity of the gentlemen engaged in the work, and 
their well-lmown business capacity, give me the assurance that theit work 
has been faithfully performed. 

The purpose of this report is, 

First. — To show the amount of unappropriated public domain vn the 
State of Texas at the time of the adoption of the Constitution of 1876. 

Second. — The disposition of the same. 

Third. — To show what part thereof has been surveyed or otheruuise ap- 
propriated for the benefit of the^ permanent common school fund. 

Fourth. — To show the present amount of unappropriated public domain. 

In view of probable legislative action upon the subject, as well as for 
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4 REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 

general information, I have oarefully examined the reporta of all former 
Commissaoners of the General Land Office, on file in the office, for the 
purpose of giving your Excellency the benefit thereof, beginning with the 
report of Hon. Geo. W. Smyth, dated November 1, 1849 (it being the first 
report on file in which an estimate of the public domain is made), down to 
amd including the report of Hon. A. J. Baker, dated September 1, 1898, 
and have taken from their respective reports only that which specifically 
related to the public domain. 

In making said extracts, for the sake of convenience, the date of each 
report and name of each Commissioner appears signed, as if their reports 
treated only of the one subject. When reports' for specific years are not 
given, it is because none for those years were made thereon, viz. : 

Austin^ November 1, 1849. 

The public domain of Texas, accordimg to an estimate made by Robert 
Creuzbaur, principal draughtsman of this office, comprises an area of 
379,054 square miles, or 242,594,560 acres. A line drawn from Eed river 
to the Eio Grande, circumscribing the entire region of country in which 
surveys have been made, would include an area of 140,735 square miles, or 
90,070,400 acres, leaving an area of 152,524,160 acres in which no surveys 
have been made. From the mouth of the Sabine to the mouth of the Rio 
Grande our State has an extent of 375 miles on the gulf coast. 

The extent of our eastern boundary is estimated as followls : 

The Sabine from its mouth to its intersection with the 32° of 
north latitude, estimated by the course of the river and in- 
cluding the pass and the lake 299 mileo. 

From the Sabine to Red river 106 miles. 

Red river by the course of the stream to its intersection with 

the 100° of west longitude from Greenwich 620 miles. 

The meridian of the 100° from Red river to the Arkansias. . . . 250 miles. 

The Arkansas river with ibsi meanders to its source 640 miles. 

Extent of our eastern and noiltheastem boundary 1915 miles. 

That portion of our western boundary which is formed by Uie Rio 
Grande from its mouth to its source is estimated by the course of the river 
at 2240 miles. In computing the length of the streams, small bends are 
not estimated. 

Of the territory comprised within these limife the following estimate 
has been made. 

There have been titled by the former auftlhorities of 

Spain and Mexico, according to the documents of 

various kinds, on file in the General Land Office 25,047,625 acres. 

The amount of legitimate claimis for land originating 

under the governments of the Republic and State of 

Texiaa liquidated so far as known to this office is 35,581,103 acres. 

Making an aggregate of claims liquidated and un- 
liquidated 60,628,728 acres. 
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Leaving to Texas a public domain of 181,965,832 aeres after the liquida- 
tion of legal claims for land known to exist against her. 

Geo. W. Smyth, 

Commissioner. 



Austin, November 1, 1851. 
In my last biennial -communication submitted in November, 1849, the 
State of Texas was estimated to compritee within her limits (aa defined by 
our statute) an area of 379,054 square miles, or 242,594,560 acres. 

Since that period our State has ceded to the United States a district of 
country estimated to contain an area of 67,000,000 acres, leaving to the 
State a superficial content of 175,594,560 acres; claimis liquidated and 
unliquidated, 63,783,054 acres. There would consequently remain to 
Texas 111,811,506 acres of public domain after every legal claim for land 
officially known to exist against her shall have been satisfied. 

Geo. W. Smyth, 

Commissioner. 



Austin, N'ovember 1, 1853. 

It will be seen by reference to the report of my predecessor that there is 
estimated to remain to the State of Texas, after deducting the amount 

ceded to the United States, an area of 175,594,560 acres. 

The records of this office show 

that there have been titled by 

the authorities of Spain and 

Mexico 25,517,391 acres. 

Eeported by Commissioners to 

investigate land titles west of 

the Nueces, and relinquishing 

by the State, under the Act of 

Feb. 10, 1852, 744 leagues. . . . 3,294,432 acre^. 

Nine fractions, estimated at 9,963 acres. 

One hundred and forty-nine and 

two-thirds porcions, estimated 

at 441,846 acres. 

The amount of claims of every 

description, originating under 

the Republic and State of 

Texas, may be estimated 43,583,627 acres. 

Making an aggregate of claims liquidated and im- 

liquidated of 72,847,259 acres. 

Leaving to the State, after deducting every claim 

known to exist, a domain of 102,747,301 acres. 

I have followed the rule heretofore adopted of including in the esti- 
mate of landQ titled under the former government? of Spain and Mexico, 
every title which has been filed in this office, making no deduction for any 
that may have been set aside by the courts. As none of the claims relin- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



O REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 

quished imder the Act of February 10, 1852, have been returned as 
required by said act, I have been compelled to make the above estimate 
from the best data before me, which, however, may be changed to some 
extent when the field notes are returned. 

S. Crosby, 
Commissioner. 



"Biennial Eeport/' 

Austin, November 1, 1855. 
The following statement «hows the extent and condition of the public 
domain of the State, together with the amount and characteJr of all claims 
against the same, as appears by the records of this office, both liquidated 
and unliquidated : 

Total area of the State 175,594,560 acres. 

Titled by the authorities of 

Spain and Mexico 22,584,484 acres. 

Grants confirmed by Act of 10th 

of February, 1852 (estimated) . 3,741,241 acres. 

Claims originating under the Re- 
public and State of Texas 44,834,686 acres. 

Making an aggregate of claims liquidated and un- 
liquidated 71,160,411 acres. 

Leaving to the State, after deducting every claim 

known to exist, a domain of 104,434,149 acres. 

S. Crosby^ 
Commissioner. 



Austin^ November 2, 1857. 

The area of the State is estimated at 274,366J square 

miles or 175,594,560 acres. 

Titled by the authorities of 

Spain and Mexico 22,584,484 acres. 

Grants confirmed by Act of 10th 
of February, 1854 3,741,241 acres. 

Claims originating under the Re- 
public and State 47,786,449 acres. 

Making an aggreg-ate of claims liquidated and un- 
liquidated of 73,436,210 acres. 

Jjeaving to the State, after deducting every claim 

known to exi^t, a domain of 102,158,350 acres. 

S. Crosby, 
Commissioner. 
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Austin^ September 1, 1859. 
The tabular statement approximately gives the condition of the lands 
of the State : 

The area of the State is estimated at 175,594,560 acres. 

Titled by the authorities of 

Spain and Mexico 22,492,057 acres. 

ConSrmed by the Act of February 

10, 1854 3,741,241 acres. 

Claims originating under the Re- 
public and State 49,795,444 acres. 



Total amount of claims against the public domain . . 76,028,742 acres. 



Balance after deducting all valid claims 99,565,818 acres. 

Francis M. White^ 

Commissioner. 



Austin^ September 1, 1861. 
I have the honor to present the following biennial report of this office 
for the two years closing with the 31st of August, 1861. 

recapitulation. 

Estimated area of the State 175,594,560 acres. 

Title© issued by authority of 

Spain and Mexico 22,492,057 acres. 

Patented lands 39,950,736 acres. 

Unpatented claims on file in the 

General Land Office 11,535,753 acres. 

Outstanding liabilities 5,407,726 acres. 



Total amount of all valid claims against the public 
domain 79,386,272 acres. 



Balance after deducting all valid claims 96,208,288 acres. 

Francis M. White^ 

Commissioner. 



Austin^ September 1, 1863. 
I have the honor to present the following as the report of this office for 
the two years closing on the 31st of August, 1863. 



RECAPITULATION. 



The area of the State is estimated at 175,594,560 acres. 

Claims under the Eepublic and 

State patented 41,956,202 acres. 

Claims not patented 11,000,434 acres. 
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Gkims outstanding 4,913,316 acres. 

Titles issued by Spain a,nd Mex- 
ico 22,492,057 acres. 

Total amount of claims against the public domain. . 80,362,009 acres. 



Balance of public domain after deducting all claims 

known to exist 95,232,551 acres. 

S. Crosby, 
Commissioner. 



Austin, June 11, 1868. 

The area of the State, as estimated from the latest 

data is, in acres 169,969,920 acres. 

Total liabilities against the public domain 82,770,556 acres. 



Against which there is no outstanding claim 87,199,364 acres. 

Joseph Spence, 

Commissioner. 



Austin, January 1, 1870. 

For a proper understanding of the real condition of the public domain 
of the State, the following statement has been prepared with much care, 
and it is believed to be as accurate m> the data in the office will allow : 

The estimated area, of the State 175,594,560 acres. 

Making a total of liabilitieis agiainst the public dom-ain. 83,433,316 acres. 



Balance ag-ainst which there is no outstanding claims. 92,161,244 acres. 

Joseph Spbnce, 

Commissioner. 



Austin, May 10, 1871. 

The estimated area of the State 175,594,560 acres. 

LiabiUties on January 20, 1870. . 83,433,316 acres. 
Not patented on that date 10,436,976 acres. 

Patented 72,996,340 acres. 

Amount since patented up to 

March 31, 1871 1,062,196 acres. 

Total amount of land patented . 74,058,536 acres. 

Liabilities as above seated 83,433,316 acres. 

Preemption claims up to March 

31, 1871 75,000 acres. 
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Certificate© ieeued under special 
acts 2,116 acres. 



Total liabiliikies against the public domain. 83,510,432 acres. 



Estiimjated area against which there is no claim 92,084,128 acres. 

L. E. E. Kbllner, 
Chief Clerk and Acting Commissioner. 



Austin, September 1, 1871. 

The estimated area of the State 175,594,560 acres. 

Liiabilities according to former 

reports 83,433,316 acres. 

Increased liabilities 240,752 acres. 

Total liabilities 83,674,068 acres. 

Area against which there 16 no claim 91,920,492 acres. 

Jacob Kuechler, 

Commissioner. 



Austin, September 1, 1872. 

The estimated area of the State 175,594,560 acres. 

Liabilities according to former 

report 83,674,068 acres. 

Increased liabilities 3,077,787^ acres. 

Total liabilities 86,751,855^ acres. 

Area against which there is no claim 88,842,705^ acres. 

Jacob Kuechlbr, 

Commissioner. 



Austin, September 1, 1873. 

The estimated area of the State 175,594,560 acres. 

Liabilities heretofore reported. . 86,751,855^ acres. 
Increased liabilities 4,277,336^ acres. 

Total liabilities 91,029,192 acres. 

Area against which there is no claim 84,565,368 acres. 

Jacob Kuechler, 

Commissioner. 
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Austin, February 23, 1874. 

The estimated area of the State 175,594,560 acres. 

Liabilities of the State heretofore 

reported 91,029,192 acres. 

Increased liabilities 781,617 acres. 



Total liabilities 91,810,809 acres. 



Area against which there is no claim 83,783,751 acres. 

J. J. Groos, 
Commissioner. 



Austin, September 16, 1874. 

The estimated area of the State 175,594,560 acres. 

Liabilities heretofore reported. . . 91,029,192 acres. 
Increased liabilities 5,337,574 acres. 



Total liabilities 96,366,766 acres. 



Area agaimst which there is no claim 79,227,794 acres. 

J. J. Groos, 
Commissioner. 



Austin, September 1, 1876. 

The estimated area of the State 175,594,560 acres. 

Liabilities increased 117,962,240 acres. 



Area of public domain against which there is no out- 
standing claim 57,632,320 acres. 

From this number of acres public domain should be de- 
ducted, as not being subject to location, the number 
of acres of vacant land lying within the Texas & 
Pacific Eailway Reservation, which is 13,692,000 acres. 

J. J. Groos, 
Commissioner. 



• Austin, September 4, 1877. 

Erhibit "D" — ^year ending August 31, 1877 — showing the liabilities of 
the State on the public domain. The liabilities of the State have been 
increased as follows : 

By special act certificates 1,329 acres. 

By certificates issued to counties under the Act of 

March 13, 1875 123,984 acres. 

By certificates issued to railroad companies : 4,672,000 acres. 

By certificates issued to contractors, cleaning out 

rivers, etc 375,680 acres. 
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By certificates issued to irrigation oompanies 260,800 acres. 

Alternate sections set apart for the benefit of common 
schools 4,328,000 acres. 

Increased liabilities 9,761,793 acres. 

Liabilities heretofore reported 117,962,240 acres. 

Total present liabilities 127,724,033 acres. 

The estimated area of the State 175,594,560 acres. 

Liabilities as above. 127,724,033 acres. 

• ^■^—^————— 

Area against which there are no outstanding claims. . 47,870,527 acres. 
From this should be deducted, as not being subject to 
location, the number of acres of vacant land lying 

within the T. & P. Ry. reservation, which is 9,332,000 acres. 

J. J. Groos^ 
Commissioner. 



Austin, November 1, 1878. 

For the year ending August 31, 1878. 
♦Estimated area of the State from (new map) Press- 

ler & Langerman map of Texas (including Greer 

county) 170,881,280 acres. 

Liabilities as -above 130,523,982 -acres. 

Area against which there is no outstanding claim 40,357,298 acres. 

From this should be deducted, as not being subject to 
location, the vacant land lying within the T. & P. 
Ey. reservation 9,332,000 acres. 

Baknce 31,025,298 acres. 

W. C. Walsh, 

Commissioner. 



Austin, March 1, 1880. 
A report of the operations of this oflBoe from September 1, 1878, the 
date of the last report, to March 1, 1880. 

The estimated area of the State 172,604,160 acres. 

Deduct for area of bays 1,722,880 acres. 

Balance 170,881,280 acres. 

By liabilities heretofore reported. 130,523,982 acres. 

'Increased liabilitiJes asi fellows'' : 

Certificates to railroad oompanies. 2,159,360 acres. 

Certificates to irrigation com- 
panies 5,760 acres. 

*('*Does not include bays and lakes, 1,722,880 acres/') Note by E. Von Rosenburg;. 
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Certificates to counties for edu- 
oational purposes 123,984 acres. 

Certificates to veterans under Act 

of July 28, 1876 93,440 acres. 

Special act certificates 4,480 acres. 

Alternate sections, sections set 
apart for the benefit of com- 
mon schools 2,159,360 acres. 

Reservation for University 1,000,000 acres. 

Reservation for new State cap- 

itol 3,050,000 acres. 

Total increased liabilities 139,120,366 acres. 

Balance 31,760,914 acres. 

The Texas & Pacific reservation 
of 9,332,000 acres heretofore 
deducted from the available 
public domain, is omitted in 
this report because it is em- 
braced in liabilities by certifi- 
cates issued to said railway 
company. From the number of 
acres reported above as avail- 
able public domain should be 
deducted ia8 not subject to loca- 
tion, in the 80 miles reserva- 
tion from 100th meridian west 
to Rio Grande ^,323,200 acres. 

North of 80-mile reserve and 

west of 100th meridian 4,822,000 acres. 

Total 1 1,145,200 acres. 



Number of acres of public domain against which there 
are no outstanding liabilities, except all tracts of 640 
acres and less lying in organized counties reserved 
from location by certificates and subject to pre- 
emption and for sale to liquidate the public debt of 

the State 20,615,714 acres. 

W. C. Walsh, 

Commissioner. 



Aus^iN^ September 1, 1882. 
Report of the operations of this office for the past two years ending 
with August 31, 1882. 

Exhibit "D." 

Showing the liabilities of the State on the public domain. The liabili- 
ties of the State have been increased as follows : 
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By special act certificates 21,193 acres. 

Veteran donation certificates 888,320 acres. 

Certificates issued to counties under Act of March 13, 

1875 106,272 acres. 

Certificates issued to Francis Kooney 15,360 acres. 

Confederate scrip certificates 2,565,120 acres. 

Certificates issued to railroad companies. 9,514,880 acres. 

Alternate sections set apart for the benefit of common 

schools 12,095,360 acres. 



Increased liabilities 25,206,505 acres. 

Liabilities heretofore reported 151,811,390 tacres. 



Total present liabilities 177,017,895 acres. 

Estimated area of the State 172,604,160 acres. 

Deduct for area of bays 1,722,880 acres. 



Balance 170,881,280 acres. 



Outstanding liabilities in excess of public domain 6,136,615 acres. 

Greer county, containing 2622 square miles, is included 

in the estimated area of the State. If this be de^ 

ducted, say 1,678,080 acres, there will then be an 

excess of liabilities over the public domain 7,814,695 acres. 

W. C. Walsh, 

Commissioner. 



Austin, August 31, 1884. 
Eeport of this department for two years ending August 31, 1884. 

Exhibit "D." 

Showing the liabilities of the State on the public domain. The liabili- 
ties of the State have been increased as follows : 

By special act certificates 14,597 acres. 

By veteran donation certificates 174,080 acres. 

By -certificates issued to Wharton county under Act of 

January 16, 1850 6,642 acres. 

By Confederate scrip certificates 81,920 acres. 

By alternate surveys set apart for the benefit of com- 
mon schools 81,920 acres. • 

By homestead and preemption claims 249,949 acres. 

Increased liabilities 609,108 acres. 

Liabilities heretofore reported 177,017,895 acres. 

Total present liabilities '. 177,627,003 acres. 
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Estimated area of the State 172,604,160 acres. 

Deduct for area of bays 1,722,880 acres. 



Balance 170,881,280 acres. 



Outstanding liabilities in excess of public domain 6,745,723 acres. 

W. 0. Walsh, 

Commissioner. 



Austin, September 1, 1886. 

Increased liabilities 352,148 acres. 

Liabilities heretofore reported 177,627,003 acres. 



Total liabilities created 177,979,151 acres. 

Estimated area of the State. 172,604,160 acres. 

Deduct for area of bays 1,722,880 acres. 



Balance 170,881,280 acres. 



Liabilities created in excess of public domain 7,097,871 acres. 

Deduct for certificates not re- 
turned within five years and 
barred by constitutional lim- 
itation 1,982,880 acres. 

Corresponding alternates for com- 
mon schools 1,962,400 acres. 



Total 3,945,280 acres. 



Total present liab'litiet' in excess of public domain. . . 3,152,591 acres. 

W. C. Walsh, 

Commissioner. 



Austin, September, 1, 1888. 
From September 1, 1886, and ending August 31, 1888. The liabilities 
of the State have been increased as follows : 

Total increased liabilities 483,007 acres. 

Liabilities existing August 31, 1886 174,033,871 acres. 



Total liabilities at this date 174,516,878 acres. 

Estimated -area of the State, exclusive of bays 170,881,280 acres. 



Liabilities existing in excess of public domain 3,635,598 acres. 

Deduct for certificates not re- 
turned within five years and 
barred by constitutional limi- 
tation since August 31, 1886. . . 1,376,640 acres. 

Alternate, common schools 1,376,640 acres. 
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Bailroad certificates located in 
conflict and abandoned 111,040 acres. 

Alternates, common schools 111,040 acres. 

Veteran donation certificates lo- 
cated in Greer county and can- 
celed 261,362 acres. 

Total 3,236,722 acres. 

Total present liabilities in excess of public domain. . 398,876 acres. 

E. M. Hall, 

Commissioner. 



Austin, September 1, 1890. 
From September 1, 1888, and ending August 31, 1890. 

Estimated area of the State, exclusive of bays 170,881,280 acres. 

Liabilities existing August 31, 

1888 171,280,156 acres. 

Increased by special act certifi- 
cates 1,280 iacres. 

Total 171,281,436 acres. 

Deduct veteran donation certifi- 
cates not returned within five 
years and barred 31,145 acres. 

Deduct Confederate scrip, indi- 
vidual part 703,105 acres. 

Deduct Confederate scrip, State 
part 686,575 acres. 

Total liabilities this date 169,860,611 acres. 

Excess of public domain over liabilities 1,020,669 acres. 

R. M. Hall, 

Commissioner. 



Austin, Texas, September 1, 1892. 

For two years ending August 31, 1892. — Showing the liabilities of the 
State on the public domain : 

Estimated area of the State, esclusive of bays. 170,881,280 acres. 

Liabilities existing August 31, 

1890 169,860,611 acres. 

Licreaee by specisal act certificate. 1,280 acres. 

Increase by alternate surveys for 

common schools 30,620 acres. 
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Increase by homes?tead claims. . . . 207,732 acres. 
Increase by surveys under Act of 

March 29, 1887 35,381 acres. 

170,135,614 acres. 



Excess of public domain over liabilities 745,666 acres. 

W. L. McGrAUGHEY, 

Commissioner. 



iVusTiN, Texas, September 3, 1898. 

Approximately, there were within the limits of the State of Texas when 
the Constitution of 1876 was adopted, 75,961,277 acres of unlocated public 
domain. 

Since the adoption of the Constitution of 1876, there have been located 
and surveyed for various purposes, as follows : 

1. For building State capitol 3,050,000 a<;res. 

2. For preemption and homestead donation claims. . . . 1,857,897 acres. 

3. For State University, set 

apart by the Constitution 

of 1876 1,000,000 acres. 

Surveyed for, under Act of 

April 10, 1883 1,000,000 acres. 



2,000,000 acres. 

4. Surveyed and set apart for county sohool purposes. . 1,515,721 acres. 

5. For common school fund (in all) 23,970,000 acres. 

6. For railroads and other corporations and individual 

purposes 31,450,730 acres. 

7. Sold under Act of July 14, 1879, and the Act of 

March 29, 1887 (in all) 8,263,235 acres. 

Making altogether 72,107,583 acres which deduct from the 75,961,277 
acres above mentioned, aftd we have 3,853,694 acres of unsurveyed public 
domain now on hand. 

There have been recovered from the railroad companiea, as* will here^ 
inafter be set out in detail, 1,389,130 acres. 

There have been located and surveyed, out of the public domain, since 
the adoption of the Constitution of 1876, about 11,250,681 acres, against 
which the State -common school fund got no alternate amount or like 
quantity. 

The separate purposes for which said 11,250,681 acres were as follows: 

1. For State capitol 3,050,000 acres. 

2. For State University 1,000,000 acres. 

3. For locations by certificates of the first class 2,527,805 acres. 

4. For locations by certificates of the second class. . . . 88,569 acres. 

5. For locations by certificates of the third class 145,361 acres. 

6. For locations by bounty and donation warrants 

other than veteran donation certificates 121,262 acres. 

7. For locations by veteran donation certificates 1,169,383 acres. 

8. For locations under our preemption and homestead 

donation law« 1,857,897 acres. 
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9. Of the 326 kagues which were sixrveyed and set 
apart by the Acts of 1881 and 1883, for county 
school land purposes not included in item three 

(3) there remainis unapplied to counties 190,404 acres. 

10. Locations by I. & G. N". railroad certificates issued 
as ^^straights," that is, where no alternate amount 
for the s(5hool fund was required to be surveyed. . 1,100,000 acres. 



Making altogether 11,250,681 acres. 

Against which the school fund did not get an alternate or like amount. 

Andrew J. Baker^ 

Commissioner. 



From the foregoing it will be observed that certificates were authorized 
and issued for more land than the State had public domain. But certifi- 
cates for several million acres have been forfeited and barred by limitation, 
because they were not returned to the Land Office within the time pre- 
scribed by law, or because of double locations. 

The attention of your Excellency is invited to the report of Hon. J. J. 
Groos, dated September 1, 1876, four months after the present Constitu- 
tion was adopted. He states the estimated area of the State to be 175,- 
594,560 acres, against which, at that time, he says, there were outstanding 
liabilities aggregating 117,962,240 acres, leaving an area against which 
there was no outstanding claim, amounting to 57,632,320 acres, from which 
he says should be deducted 13,692,000 acres of vacant land situated within 
the Texas & Pacific Eailway reservation. The correct number of acres 
in such reservation, as computed and ascertained by the special commis- 
sion under the Act approved March 2, 1899, is 13,674,448.90. 

In this connection, I beg to state that the Texa^ & Pacific Railway 
reservation was segregated from the general mass of public domain by an 
act approved May 2, 1873. Within this reservation, the Texas & Pacific 
Eailway Company had the exclusive right to locate certificates issued to it 
by the State, and for every certificate located for itself, a like amount of 
land was also required to be located by it at the same time for the perma- 
nent school fund. (Act of 1873, Special Laws of Texas, p. 323.) 

Therefore, that portion, of siaid reservation upon which the Texas & 
Pacific Railway Company was entitled to locate its certificates, and which 
was done prior to tfuly 14, 1879, must first be deducted in order to 
determine the amount which became subject to disposition under other 
laws. 

It has been definitely ascertained that the amount actually located for 
itself by said company is 3,647,720 acres (of which the State since recov- 
ered by suit 224,686 acres, and which was transferred to the credit of the 
permanent school fund, by an Act approved April 18, 1899), and that said 
company at the same time located for the permanent school fund 3,647,- 
884 acres, aggregating 7,295,604 acres. (See exhibits A and B.) 

Deducting from the amount so reserved for the benefit of said company 
the amount actually located by the company for itself and for the perma- 
nent school fund, there were left 6,378,844.90 acres of said reservation 
which became subject to disposal under the act approved July 14, 1879, 
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page 48, General Laws of Texas, and as amended by acts approved March 
11, 1881, page 24; January 22, 1883, page 2; April 10, 1883, page 71; 
March 31, 1885, page 104; and March 29, 1887, page 61, General Laws 
of Texas. 

It is submitted that neither of the estimates made by my predecessor 
(Mr. Groos), in his report dated September 1, 1876, is correct. In fact, 
it did not purport accuracy, for, at that time, the true area of the State 
was unknown. Its boundaries along the Eio Grande river and New Mex- 
ico, and along Eed river, were alike undefined and unknown to the Land 
Office authorities. While it was, doubtless, the very best estimate that 
could be given at that time from the data at his command, it was not even 
approximately correct. Again, it is stated by him that the total outstand- 
ing liabilities against the public domain, from the inception of the Republic 
up to that time (September 1, 1876), were 117,962,240 acres. This esti- 
mate embraces all the land titled by the former authorities of Spain and 
Mexico, and all first, second and third class certificates, bounty and dona- 
tion warrants, preemption locations, and every other character of certifi- 
cates or grants authorized under the laws of the Republic and State of 
Texas. 

On the 23rd of February, 1874, hia report shows outstanding liabilities 
against the total area of the Sta/te to be 91,810,810 acres, an increase of 
liabilities by the issuance of certificates against the public domain, within 
the short space of only two and one-half years, of 26,151,430 acres, of 
which amount certificates aggregating 8,294,621.56 acres had not been 
located nor the field notes thereof returned to the Land Office until after 
the adoption of the Constitution of 1876. Consequently the true amount 
of liabilities against tJie total area of the State, April 17, 1876, was 
109,667,618.44 acres. (See Exhibit G.) 

In 1878, a new map of the State of Texas was compiled by Messrs. C. 
W. Pressler, chief draftsman in the Land Office, and A. B. Langerman, 
assistant chief draftsman, while Hon. W. C. Walsh was Commissioner, 
and the area of the State by counties was carefully computed to be 172,- 
604,160 acres, and not 175,594,560 acres, as had often theretofore been 
approximated by former Commissioners, from which should be deducted 
Greer county, containing 1,678,080 acres, which the State has since lost, 
making the true area of the State to be 170,926,080 acres, including 1,722,- 
880 acres in lakes and bays on the gulf coast, which, however, form a part 
of the area of the counties bordering on the Gulf of Mexico. (See Mr. 
Walsh's report, page 11.) 

Section 2, Article 7, of the Constitution of 1876, declares, among other 
things, that ^^one-half of the public domain of the State * * * shall 
constitute a perpetual public school fund.'' 

Section 15, Article 7, of the same Constitution specifically provides that 
"In addition to the lands heretofore granted to the University of Texas, 
there is hereby set apart and appropriated, for the endowment * * * 
of ©aid university and its branches, 1,000,000 acres of the unappropriated 
public domain of the State, * * * and said lands shall be sold under 
the same regulations and the proceeds invested in the same manner as is 
provided for the sale and investment of the permanent university fund." 

Section 57, Article 16, of the Constitution at the same time set aside 
and appropriated 3,000,000 acres from the public domain for the purpose 
of building a new State capitol. 
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The Sixteenth Legislature, by an act approved February 20, 1879, 
appropriated 50,000 acres of the public domain in addition to the 3,000,- 
000 acres set aside by the Constitution for building the State capitol, and 
directed its sale, one-half of the proceeds of which was to be paid into 
the permanent school fund, and the remainder to be applied towards 
defraying the expenses of surveying the State capitol lands. 

The area of the State as computed, and as per the map compiled by 
Messrs. Preosler and Langerman, and completed in 1878, is 172,604,160 
acres, which includes lakes and bays on the gulf coast, and Greer county, 
containing 1,678,080 acres, as computed by Pressler and Langerman and 
as stated in the report of September 1, 1882, by Commissioner Walsh (see 
hia report page 11 of this report.) If the number of acrefe in Greer 
county, to which the State has no claim, be deducted from the total area 
as computed by Pressler ^and Langerman, the true area of the State as it 
exists now, and, therefore, existed April 17, 1876, is 170,926,080 acres. 

Mr. Groos, in his report on page 9 supra, states that on the 1st of Sep- 
tember, 1876, the total amount of outstanding liabilities again-sit the area 
of the State was 117,962,240 acres. But of said amount, the report of 
the special commission, under Act of March 2, 1899, shows by actual 
ascertainment from certificates located, and fieJd notes returned to the 
Land Office since April 17, 1876, including those made within the Texas 
& Pacific reservation, together with the present amount of existing unsur- 
veyed vacant land, that there was a total of unsurveyed vacant land, April 
17, 1876, amounting in the aggregate to 61,258,461.56 acres. If the last 
named amount-be deducted from the true area of the State (170,926,080 
acres) it will show that of the 117,962,240 acres, reported by Mr. Groos 
as outstanding liabilities against the area of the State on Septe'mber 1, 
1876, 109,667,618.44 acres had been located and field notes returned 
to the Land Office prior to April 17, 1876. 

Exhibit E of this report shows a balance of vacant and unsurveyed 
land, April 17, 1876, of 61,258,461.56 acres, which balance includes the 
bays and lakes; the 3,000,000 acres set apart by the Constitution for 
building the State capitol ; 1,000,000 acres set apart by it to the permanent 
University fund, and all the unsurveyed land within the Texas & Pacific 
reservation April 17, 1876. 

Exhibit B of this report shows that the total area of the Texas & Paci^c 
reservation on April 17, 1876, was 13,674,448.90 acres. It also shows 
that there were surveyed for said company 3,647,720 acres, and 3,647,884 
acres for the permanent school fund, which, if deducted from, the total 
vacant and unsurveyed land April 17, 1876, of 61,258,461.56 acres as 
shown in Exhibit E, it would leave 53,962,857.56 acres April 17, 1876, 
subject to disposal for public school and other purposes. 

I am of the opinion that as the Act of 1873, setting aside the Texas 
& Pacific Railway reservation, appropriated one-half to tlhe permanent 
school fund, the whole amount unsurveyed April 17, 1876, should be taken 
into consideration with the balance of unappropriated public domain -as it 
existed April 17, 1876, in determining the amount to which the permanent 
school fund is entitled. 

From the explanatory remarks already made, the disposition of the area 
of the State and the ascertainment of the amount of public domain within 
the State subject to location and survey April 17, 1876, are shown in 
Exhibit A. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



30 REPORT OF C0MMIB810NBR OP GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 

The disposition of the 13,674,448.90 acres within the Texas & Pacific 
Railway reservation is shown in Exhibit B. 

The disposition of the 41,861,132.66 acres of the unsurveyed public 
domain is shown in Exhibit C. 

The amount of vacant and unsurveyed land specified in Exhibits B and 
C aggregating 55,535,581.56 acres, as jointly classified and disposed of, 
is shown in Exhibit D. 

The total area of the State, less that surveyed prior to April 17, 1876, 
aggregating 61,258,461.56 acres, has been disposed of as ehown in Ex- 
hibit E. 

The total number of acres surveyed and segregated from the public 
domain, and within the Texas & Pacific eighty miles reservation edlnce 
April 17, 1876, for the benefit of the permanent school fund, exclusive 
of that surveyed for the benefit of the University and county pennainent 
public free scJaool funds, as well as that surveyed and sold and the proceeds 
thereof paid into said common school fund since April 17, 1876, and the 
number of acres recovered from railway companies and other individuals, 
and set apart to the permanent school fund by Act approved April 18, 
1899, are shown in Exhibit F. 

Certificates, aggregating 8,294,621.56 acres, issued for land prior to 
September 1, 1876, and included in Mr. Groos' report as outstanding lia- 
bilities at that time, but upon which surveys -were made and returned to 
the General Land OflBce after April 17, 1876, are shown in Exhibit G. 

This exhibit is also attached for the purpose of showing what amount of 
land had been surveyed prior to April 17, 1876. 

. Before concluding this report, I desire to call your attention also to the 
first part of the report of Commissioner Baker (see page 16 of this report) 
It is impossible to reconcile said report with the findings of the special 
commission, employed under Act approved March 2, 1899, and which 
arrived at its findings by making a most careful and thorough examination 
of the files themselves, and by accurate calculations of fiie unsurveyed 
vacant lands as shown on the maps of the Land Office unless the discrep- 
ancies can be accounted for from the fact that Commissioner Baker ob- 
tained his data from the registers of ckims filed, which do not ahow 
conflicts, adandonments and cancellations. 

In item "1" he says there were surveyed "For building State capitol 
3,050,000 acres, when in fact there were surveyed for it only 3,000,000 
acres, the other 50,000 acres having been surveyed and sold under Act of 
1879, at fifty-five and one-half cents per acre; one-half of the proceeds 
of which was paid to the permanent school fund, and the other one-half 
towards defraying the expenses of surveying the State capitol lands. 

He further states that under the Act of April 10, 1883, there were sur- 
veyed for the State University 1,000,000 acres, when in fact there were 
actually surveyed for it 1,127,407 acres. (See Exhibit E.) 

In item "5" he says, "the common school fund has received (in all) 
23,970,000 acres,'' when in fact it receiyed only 21,865,714.11 acres free 
of conflict, up to that time. (See Exhibit G.) 

In item "6" he says there were surveyed "for railroads and other corpo 
rations and individual purposes, 31,450,730 acres,'' when the files them- 
selves show only 25,889,654.45 acres free from conflict. (See Exhibit G.) 

In item "7" he says there were "sold under Act of July 14, 1879, and 
the Act of March 29, 1887 (in all), 8,263,235 acres," when in fact there 
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were only 3,271,873.72 acres actually sold and paid for; one-half of the 
proceeds of which was paid to the permanent school fund, and the other 
one-half paid into the ^easury to be applied towards the payment of the 
public debt. In this connection, I will state his report makes no mention 
of 21,844.29 acres sold at $1.00 per acre, under Article 3924, Eevised 
Statutes, 1879, known as the preemption law, all of which was paid to the 
general revenue. (See title "Proceeds arising from sales." Exhibit G.) 

His report also shows at that time there were 3,853,694 acres of unsur- 
yeyed public domain on hand, which evidently included the area in lakes 
and bays, when, in fact, there are now, including lakes and bays, 6,167,075 
acres. (See items 5 and 6, Exhibit G.) 

From this report it will be seen that the permanent school fund has 
not received its share of the public domain, and as some doubt exists as to 
the amount to which it is entitled, I have prepared two tabular statements, 
as shown by Exhibits D and E, from which, in my judgment, the deficiency 
must be determined. 

If the total amount stated in Exhibit D be taken as 
the basis, then the permanent school fund is en- 
titled to 27,767,790.78 acres. 

It has received (Exhibit P) 23,297,455.51 acres. 

Deficit 4,470,335.27 acres. 

To which can be applied public land on hand (Ex- 
hibit D) 4,444,195.00 acres. 

Deficit to be met 26,140.27 acres. 

If the total amount stated in Exhibit E, less the area 

in lakes and bays, be taken as the basis, then the 

permanent school fund is entitled to. 29,767,790.78 acres. 

It has received (Exhibit F) 23,297,455.51 acres. 

Deficit 6,470,335.27 acres. 

To which can be applied public domain on hand. . . . 4,444,195.00 acres. 

Deficit to be met 2,026,140.27 acres. 

If the total amount stated in Exhibit E, including 

the area in bays and lakes, be taken as the basis, 

then the permanent school fund is entitled to. . . . 30,629,230.78 acres. 
It has received (Exhibit F) 23,297,455.51 acres. 

Deficit 7,331,775.27 acres. 

To which can be applied public domain on hand 

(Exhibit E) 6,167,075.00 acres. 

Deficit to be met 1,164,700.27 acres. 



Exhibits C and D show there were surveyed for the benefit of the public 
free schools 2,208,611 acres, and given to the several counties, organized 
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and unorganized, under Acts of 1839, 1875, and 1881, which, in fact, are- 
supplementary to the permanent public free gehool fund, and it may be 
that this amount can be taken into consideration in the determination of, 
and in reducing, the deficiency. 

If it cannot, then there were surveyed for unorganized counties under 
the Act of 1881, 107,275 acres more than were authorized by said act; 
and of the amount surveyed under said act, there are 192,616 acres yet 
unpatented ; and which have never been assigned to unorganized counties 
(see "Note" — Exhibit C), which may be taken into consideration in re- 
ducing the deficiency by legislative action. 

Attention is also invited to the item "For homestead donations," in 
Exhibit C, page 27. Of the 1,514,718 acres, there are 2658 claims or files, 
aggregating 295,614 acres unpatented, and on which patents were refused 
under the decision of Hogue vs. Baker, rendered May 23, 1898. The num- 
ber»of claims not patented, and which were filed in the Land OflBce prior to 
the 23rd day of May, 1898, was not included in ascertaining the amount 
of public domain now in the State, but was left open to future legislative 
action. Very respectfully, 

Charles Eogan, 
Commissioner, General Land Office. 



Exhibit A. 



TOTAL AEEA of THE STATE OF TEXAS, 170,926,080 ACRES. 



*Amount surveyed prior to April 17, 1876 (see Ex- 
hibit G) .• 109,667,618.44 acres. 

fUnsurveyed within the Texas & Pacific Railway 
reservation, April 17, 1876 (see Exhibit B) '. 13,674,448.90 acres. 

t Areas in lakes and bays 1,722,880.00 acres. 

Appropriations bv the present Constitution : 

First— To build State cajpitol 3,000,000.00 acres. 

Second— To the State University 1,000,000.00 acres. 

§Balance unsurveved public domain, April 17, 1876 

(see Exhibit C) 41,861,132.66 acres. 

Total 170,926,080.00 acres. 



*As computed by Pressler and LaDgerman in 1878, as per map of the State of 
Texas in the General Land Office, including 1,722,880 acres in bays and lakes, but 
after deducting Greer county, containing 1,678,080 acres. 

tThe Texas & Pacific Railway Company surveyed for itself prior to 1880, .3,^47,720 
acres, and also ,3,647,884 acres for the permanent school fund, aggregating 7,295,604 
acres, leaving a balance in the reservation of 6,378,844.90 acres, which became subject 
to disposal under the act approved July 14, 1879, and acts amendatory thereof. 

JEsti mated in the area of the counties bordering on the Gulf of Mexico, and 
included in the total area of the State. 

§No part of this item is situated within the Texas & Pacific reservation. 
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Exhibit B. 



TEXAS AND PACIFIC RAILWAY RESERVATION. 



LOCATIONS AND SURVEYS MADE IN THE T. & P. UY. RESERVATION^ AND FIELD 

NOTES RETURNED TO THE GENERAL LAND OFFICE, 

SINCE APRIL 17, 1876. 



First. — For the Permanent School 
Fund. 

Surveyed by the T. &. P. Railway 
Company ' 3,047,884.00 acres. 

Surveyed for, under an act ap- 
proved April 10, 1883 1,000,000.00 acres. 

Surveyed for, and sold under act 
approved " July 14, 1879, and 
as amended in 1887 291,498.50 acres. 

Surveyed for, under act ap- 
proved August 17, 1876, for 
alternate preemption locations. 3,405.00 acres. 

Surveyed for, and sold under 

act approved March 29, 1887. . 418.70 acres. 

Total 4,943,206.20 acres. 

Second. — For RaUroad, Public 

Debt, Homestead Donations, 

and Other Purposes. 

For T. & P. Ry. Co., odd num- 
bered sections 3,647,720.00 acres. 

For permanent University fund. . 1,127,407.00 acres. 
(Under act approved April 10, 
1883.) 

For homestead donations 81,440.00 acres. 

Surveyed and sold on account of 
public debt, under an act ap- 
proved July 14, 1879 291,498.50 acres. 

Surveyed and sold on account of 
public debt, under Article 3924 
Rev. Stats., 1879 6,026.50 acres. 

Surveyed and sold on account of 
public debt, under act approved 
March 29, 1887 418.70 acres. 

For unorganized counties under 

act approved March 26, 1881 . . . 301,104.00 acres. 

Total 5,455,614.70 acres. 
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Third. — Residue. 
Balance remaining unsurveyed 

and unappropriated 3,275,628.00 acres. 

Total 3,275,628.00 acres. 

Total (see Exhibit A) 13,674,448.90 acres. 



Exhibit C. 
*PUBLIC DOMAIN IN TEXAS, APRIL 17, 1876. 

LOCATIONS AND SURVEYS MADE AND RETURNED TO THE GENERAL LAND 
OFFICE, SINCE APRIL 17, 1876. 

First. — For the Permanent School 
Fund. 

By the G., H. & S. A. Ey. Co. . . . 254,160.00 acres. 

By John H. Gibson 272,289.25 acres. 

Fifty thousand acres surveyed 
and sold under Act of 1879, 
for surveying State capitol 
land; one-haJf of the pro- 
ceeds of which was paid to the 
permanent school fund 25,000.00 acres. 

Surveyed and sold under Acts of 

1879 and 1881 (50-cent act) . . 1,309,143.05 acres. 

Surveyed and sold under Act of 

1887, at $2 per acre (net) 34,876.61 acres. 

Surveyed under alternate certifi- 
cates, for internal and other 
improvements, and Confederate 
scrip 15,027,039.00 acres. 

Total 16,922,507.91 acres. 

Second. — Surveys Made for all 

Other Pwyoses, not Other- 
wise Enumerated. 
For the G., H. & S. A. Ey. Co., 

odd sections recovered April 6, 

1892 81,962.80 acres. 

For the G., H. & S. A. Ry. Co., 

odd sections recovered Septem- 
ber 13, 1893 167,957.25 acres. 

For John H. Gibson, odd sections 

recovered Dec. 24, 1898 115,358.25 acres. 

*Thi8 does not include any the of land embraced within the Texas & Pacific Rail- 
way reservation. 
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For general revenue under Acte of 

1879 and 1881 (50-cent acts). 1,309,143.05 acres. 

Eor general revenue under Act of 

1887, at $2 per acre 34,876.61 acres. 

For general revenue under Act of 
1879, at $1 per acre (Preemp- 
tion Law) 15,817.79 acres. 

Under certificates of the first, sec- 
ond and third class; bounty 
and donation warrants 1,841,045.00 acres. 

Under certificates issued to John 
H. Gibson, now claimed by L. 
& H. Blum Land Ck>mpany. . . 157,440.00 acres. 

Eor I. & &. N. Ey. Co., and under 

other straight certificates 1,629,124.00 acres. 

For homestead donations (of 
which there are 2658 claims, 
aggregating 295,614 acres, are 
unpatented) 1,514,718.00 acres. 

Surveyed and sold under Act of 
1879, for surveying State cap- 
itol lands .' 25,000.00 acres. 

For all other purposes under al- 
ternate certificates, for internal 
and other improvements, and 
Confederate scrip 14,970,108.00 acres. 

Total 21,862,550.75 acres 

Third. — For the PePmanent 

County School Fund. 

For organized counties under 

Acts of 1839 and 1875 772,936 acres. 

For unorganized counties under 

Act of 1881 1,134,571 acres. 

Total 1,907,507.00 acres. 

[Note. — Under the Act of 1881, there were 
surveyed for unorganized county school purposes 
107,275 acres more than was authorized by law. 
There remain unpatented 192,616 acres.] 

Fourth. — Residue of Public 
Domain. 

Unsurveyed and situated north of 
the T. & P. Ey. reservation, and 
west of the 100th meridian. . . . 994,614 acres. 

Unsurveyed and situated in or- 
ganized counties 173,953 acres. 

Total 1,168,567.00 acres. 

Total (see Exhibit A) 41,861,132.66 acres. 
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Exhibit D. 



TOTAL VACANT LAND APKIL 17, 1876, INCLUDING T. & P. RY. 
EESEEVATION, 55,535,581.56 ACRES. 



Acres. Acres. Acres. 

Surveyed for permanent 

school fund, from public 

domain 15,553,488.25 

Surveyed for permanent 

school fund, from the T. 

& P. Ry. reservation 4,651,289 

20,204,777.25 

Sold under Acts of 1879, 

1881 and 1887, for the 

benefit of the permanent 

school fund: 
First. From the T. & P. 

Ry. reservation 291,917.20 

Second. From the public 

domain 1,369,019.66 1,660,936.86 21,865,714.11 

Surveyed for the perma- 
nent county school fund 
from the T. & P. Ry. res- 
ervation 301,104 

Surveyed for the perma- 
nent county school fund 
from the public domain. . 1,907,507 2,208,611 

Surveyed for the perma- 
nent University fund 
from the T. & P. Ry. res- 
ervation 1,127,407 1,127,407 

Surveyed for individual pur- 
poses from the public do- 
main 20,477,713.30 

Surveyed for individual pur- 
poses frqm the T. & P. 
reservation 3,729,160 

24,206,873.30 

Sold under Acts of 1879, 

1881 and 1887, for pay- 
ment of the public debt : 

First. From the T. & P. 

Ry. reservation 297,943.70 

Second. From the public 

domain 1,384,837.45 1,682,781.15 2r>.889. 654.45 
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Unsurveyed vacant land : 
First. Within the T. & P. 

Ry. reservation 3,275,628 

Second. Public domain .. . 1,168,567 4,444,195 



Total 55,535,581.56 55,535,581.56 



Exhibit E. 



Acres. 

Area of the State, April 17, 1876 170,926,080.00 

Surveys made prior to April 17, 1876 109,667,618.44 

Balance area April 17, 1876 (vacant and unsurveye ^ . 61,258,461.56 

Acres. Acres. 

First, — For Educational 
Purposes, 
State University, set apart 
by the Constitution of 

1876 1,000,000 

Within T. & P. reservation. 

Act of 1883 1,127,407 

2,127,407 



Second. — 
For permanent school fund 
for organized and un- 
ganized counties, surveyed 
under Acts of 1839, 1875 
and 1881 2,208,611 2,208,611 

Third. — For the Permanent 
Public Free School 
Fund. 
From the public domain. . .16,922,507.91 
From the T. & P. Ry. res- 
ervation 4,943,206.20 



21,865,714.11 
Fourth. — State Capitol. 
Appropriated by the Consti- 
tution (1876) 3,000,000 3,000,000 

Fifth.— For all Other Pur- 



Surveyed from public do- 
main 21,862,550.75 

Surveyed from T. & P. Ry. 
reservation 4,027,103.70 



25,889,654.45 
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Sixth. — Balance Unsurv ey- 
ed area of the States, 

Within the T. &. P. Ey. 

reservation 3,276,628 

Outside of T. & P. By. reser- 
vation 1,168,567 

Lakes and bays 1,722,880 

6,167,075 

Total 61,258,461.56 61,258,461.56 



Exhibit F. 



LANDS SUEVEYED FOE THE PEEMANENT PUBLIC FEEE 
SCHOOL FUND, SINCE APEIL 17, 1876. 



Within the T. & P. Ey. reservation, under Act of 

1883 1,000,000.00 acres. 

Surveyed by T. & P. Ey. Company 3,647,884.00 acres. 

Surveyed under preemption law, approved 1879 3,405.00 acres. 

From the public domain on certificates issued to : 

First.— By the G., H. & S. A. Ey. Company 254,160.00 acres. 

Second. — ^By John H. Gibson 272,289.25 acres. 

Third. — On certificates issued for internal improve- 
ments, and Confederate certificates 15,027,039.00 acres. 

Total 20,204,777.25 acres. 



Lands surveyed and sold since April 17, 1876: 

One-half of the proceeds of which was paid into the 

treasury for the benefit of the permanent public free 

school fund. 

Within the T. & P. Ey. reservation, under act ap- 
proved July 14, 1879 291,498.50 acres. 

Within the T. & P. Ey. reservation, under act ap- 
proved March 29, 1887 418.70 acres. 

Public domain under act approved July 14, 1879 . . . 1,309,143.05 acres. 

Public domain under act approved March 29, 1887 . . 34,876.61 acres. 

Public domain under act lapproved Feb. 20, 1879 . . . 25,000.00 acres. 

Total 1,660,936.86 acres. 



Lands recovered from railway corporations and 
individuals since 1876, and given to the permanent 
school fund by act of the Twenty-sixth Legiskture, 
approved April 18, 1899. 
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By decree, district court of Val Verde county, April 

6, 1892, vs. the G., H. & S. A. Ky. Company 81,962.80 acres. 

By decree, district court of Brewster county, Sep- 
tember 13, 1893, vs. the G., H. & S. A. Ey. Co. . . . 827,194.35 acres. 

By decree, district court of Travis county, December 

24, 1898, vs. L. & H. Blum Land Company, et al. 115,358.25 acres. 

By decree, district court of Travis county, June 22, 

1893, against Chas. J. Canda, et al 256,046.00 acres. 

By release from F. P. Olcott, less 8960 acres sold by 
him to individuals (net) 151,180.00 acres. 

Total recovered 1,431,741.40 acres. 

Amount brought down to balance since April 17, 

1876 21,865,714.11 acres. 

Grand total 23,297,455.51 acres. 



Exhibit G. 



TOTAL AEBA OP THE STATE, 170,926,080 ACKES. 



Outstanding liabilities, according to report of Mr. 

Groos, dated September 1, 1876 117,962,240.00 acres. 

Surveyed since April 17, 1876 : 

First. — For permanent school fund 21,865,714.11 acres. 

Second. — For county permanent school fund 2,208,611.00 acres. 

Third.— For the University 2,127,407.00 acres. 

Fourth. — Individual purposes 25,889,654.45 acres. 

Fifth. — ^Uneurveyed vacant land 4,444,195.00 acres. 

Sixth. — Bays and lakes 1,722,880.00 acres. 

Seventh.— State capitol 3,000,000.00 acres. 

Amount of vacant land as definitely ascertained. . 61,258,461.56 acres. 

Area of the State 170,926,080.00 acres. 

From which deduct the unsurveyed vacant land now 

known to have existed on the 17th of April, 1876. . 61,258,461.56 acres. 

Certificates located prior to April 17, 1876 (see Ex- 
hibit A) 109,667,618.44 acres. 

Certificates issued prior to April 17, 1876, but located 

since that time 8,294,621.56 acres. 

Total liabilities prior to April 17, 1876 117,962,240.00 acres. 
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PROCEEDS ARISING FROM SALES. 

Lands Sold Under the Act of July IJ^, 1879. 

3,201,283.10 acres, at 50 cents per acre $1,600,641.55 

Lands Sold Under Act of March £9, 1887. 
70,590.62 acres, at $2.00 per acre 141,181.24 

3,271,873.72 acres. 

Lands Sold Under Act of February 20, 1879, 
50,000.00 acres, at 55^ cents per acre 27,750.00 



3,321,873.72 acres Total $1,769,572.79 

One-half of which was applied to the perma- 
nent school fund, the balance 
to the public debt. 



Lands Sold Under Article S92k, R. S., 1879. 

(Preemption Law.) 

21,844.29 acres, at $1.00 per acre $ 21,844.29 

Which was paid wholly into the general revenue. 
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